
March 11, 2017 Funeral for Rita Johnson - Isaiah 25:6-9 
 
6 On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare 
    a feast of rich food for all peoples, 
a banquet of aged wine— 
    the best of meats and the finest of wines. 
7 On this mountain he will destroy 
    the shroud that enfolds all peoples, 
the sheet that covers all nations; 
8     he will swallow up death forever. 
The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears 
    from all faces; 
he will remove his people’s disgrace 
    from all the earth. 
The Lord has spoken. 
9 In that day they will say, 
“Surely this is our God; 
    we trusted in him, and he saved us. 
This is the Lord, we trusted in him; 
    let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.” 
 

The Victory Meal for Rita 
 
Dear friends and family of Rita,  
 
Death is a hard thing to swallow.  It can leave a bitter taste in our mouths.  Yet, like it or not, it is a dish that is 
in some senses force fed to us all.  The sorrow of it is that your mom, grandmom, and wife is not here any more. 
The sweetness of it is that Jesus died for Rita.  He adopted her into His family in her baptism.  He kept her in 
the faith through the Word and sacrament.  The sweetness is that you don’t have to see her suffer any more and 
that God promises believers in Jesus go to heaven.  That is palatable to our souls.  It tastes good.  It is why we 
are here today, thanking God for her salvation. 
 
Today’s text speaks of food and preparing a banquet.  I thought it was a good text to use, as Rita loved making 
things that tasted good.  She loved bringing the family together at holidays for big meals.  She loved seeing you 
there enjoying a good meal together as a family.   She loved to take ingredients and bake them together into a 
wonderful smelling and tasting dish for you to eat and devour.  Everything she did - had to be correct.  She 
wanted it to look right and taste right.  Whether it was sewing or basket weaving or cooking - it had to be done 
right.  Even the timing of it - dinner had to be right at 5:00.   From what I’ve heard, it was well worth showing 
up on time for.  It’s kind of a lost art in our society - the idea of eating around a dinner table at a finely tuned 
meal - but that’s what Rita loved.  
 
It’s such a neat thing to think about how God designed food.  In the Garden of Eden God provided Adam and 
Eve with a wide variety of trees and a garden to work and grow vegetables from.  He made such a wide variety 
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of foods that can be mixed and blended and cooked in such a variety of ways - with thousands of tastes that 
combine on our tongues.  Wine goes with pasta.  Beer goes with pizza.  Potatoes go with butter and sour cream. 
Cheese goes with everything in my book.  Great cooks are known for their ingenuity and ability to do it just 
right.  And cooking demands a good sense of timing as well.  
 
God used this food illustration to talk about a meal that He Himself would prepare on Mount Moriah, the hill 
which Jerusalem was built on.  

6 On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare 
    a feast of rich food for all peoples, 
a banquet of aged wine— 
    the best of meats and the finest of wines. 
 

God is the ultimate perfectionist, and He would prepare the ultimate meal at just the right time.  He calls it a 
“feast,” not just an appetizer.  It includes “rich” food, as opposed to bland food that is tasteless.  It isn’t just for 
the rich, however.  It is for all people, and the beauty of it is that it doesn’t cost us a dime.  God spares no 
expense, and His storehouses have plenty for the whole world.  It also includes “aged wine.”   Aged wine has 
gone through the time to ferment and also for the flavor and the sugars to properly permeate the whole drink. 
And the meat is the best of meat - not of a scavenger or a skunk.  In the Bible God wanted the best portions - 
which included the flavor of the fats - to be offered to Him first.  
 
This is all picture language for the meal that God would provide for us through Jesus.  As we are in the middle 
of the Lent season, we see how God prepared this rich meal for us to dine on.  Instead of offering a bull or a 
calf, He Himself took on flesh so that the body of God Himself could be offered; a sacrifice of perfection; the 
body and blood of God Himself.  Jesus didn’t just come to die for rich people, but for all people; the good and 
the bad; the rich and the poor; black and white; all of them.  His forgiveness is the sweetest, as it covers every 
sin.  It is wonderful because we don’t have to earn it.  He wants to give it to us as a gift.  It is “aged” in the 
sense that His sacrifice had been planned from before the creation of the world, and it had been predicted for 
centuries before it ever came to be.  Think of how a chef gathers the ingredients and follows the directions to a 
“t” in order to make sure everything turns out right.  God made sure that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem, 
specifically die on the cross, and rise on the third day.  Everything was specifically planned to be just so.  At 
just the right time and in just the right way, He paid for the sins of the world.  
 
Isaiah paints another picture of food to describe what Jesus has done.  He uses another eating illustration.  

On this mountain he will destroy 
    the shroud that enfolds all peoples, 
the sheet that covers all nations; 
     he will swallow up death forever. 
 

When someone dies they are traditionally covered with a cloth to shield the people from seeing the dead body 
and keeping its stench somewhat in check.  It is sometimes referred to as a shroud.  In the Old Testament the 
Israelites were forbidden from coming in contact with a dead body.  If they did they were considered “unclean”, 
and even the house of an unclean body was unclean until it was properly cleansed.  Death was looked at and 
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treated as a dirty and filthy thing.  It is just that.  It’s not the way God designed this world, for us to be sitting at 
this funeral mourning the death of Rita. 
 
Yet Isaiah said that God would destroy that shroud that eventually enfolds everyone - the shroud of death.  How 
would he do this?  By taking this awful thing called death and actually swallowing it.   Think of death as it sits 
on the side of the road.  The ugly deer carcass or the possum that has the awful stench to it.  No one could bear 
to stomach such a meal, but that is what Jesus came to do.  Or think of a huge beast - perhaps a bear - that had 
been terrorizing the countryside and killing anyone that came in its sight.  Jesus would be the One who would 
kill this bear called death, cut it up, and eat it.  It reminds me of a children’s movie I watched once where the 
hero was swallowed by a huge monster, only to come bursting forth from the monster’s stomach and slay the 
animal that had seemingly killed him.  This is what Jesus came to do - to swallow death itself by dying Himself 
and coming forth from the grave three days later.  In bursting the ravenous stomach of death He did so in order 
to release us from the belly of the grave and decay - and Rita too.  The way God prepared a beautiful feast for 
us was by swallowing the awful meal of death.  
 
Now, God has placed you at the table as you sit in this funeral.  His Holy Spirit is trying to speak to your soul 
and feed you with these wonderful words of promise as a meal for your soul.  He wants you to eat it!  I imagine 
that there was a time or two that you didn’t show up in time for a meal.  I imagine that didn’t make Rita too 
happy.  Making preparation for a meal is not enough.  The chef doesn’t cook the meal just to be smelled or 
admired.  The greatest compliment to the chef is when you show up to the meal, eat the meal and enjoy it.  The 
offering to you is that Jesus paid for Rita’s sins.  He died to give her hope that she could face Jesus when she 
died, for without the forgiveness of sins we would all go to hell.  
 
Jesus also offers this banquet of forgiveness in the Lord’s Supper. He said, “Take and eat, this is my body, 
which is given FOR YOU.  Do this in remembrance of me.  After that, He took the cup, gave thanks and said, 
Take and drink, this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out FOR YOU for the forgiveness of 
your sins.”  Rita and Dick partook of that supper every month.  It is the richest of meals meant to satisfy the 
soul.  God gives His own flesh and blood, the very thing He used to die for our sins, to us in the Supper. 
Through it He gives us the forgiveness and hope of salvation we crave.  It tastes like salvation to our souls.  It 
tasted good to Rita.  This pleased God, who prepared the meal for her and wanted her to savor it. 
 
It was interesting and joyful for me to hear of what happened after I came in to say a final prayer and give 
God’s Word to Rita.  During the devotion and the prayer Rita seemed to be a little bit agitated and on edge.  Yet 
the family said that after I left, she seemed to relax and was at peace after having received the Aaronic blessing. 
What a neat thing to hear!  In the midst of death, she took of a wonderful meal of salvation that was spoken to 
her soul, and she was able to relax in Jesus.  What a picture of peace!  It reminds me of Psalm 23, where God 
prepares a table for us in the presence of our enemies.  When she was fed with the words and promises of Jesus, 
she was able to die in peace.  
 
Peace is what Rita needed.  For the last 15-20 years of her life she suffered with arthritis and also under the 
consequences of back surgery, having both knees replaced, and Gave Disease as well.  The chemo treatments 
obviously also caused her so much weakness and pain.  When you are constantly in pain it can make life to 
seem to last forever.  Through this pain God enables us to realize that we can’t live for this life and we 
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shouldn’t live for this life.  Pain forces us to try and find life after death.  God offers that life free of charge in 
Jesus Christ.  Rita doesn’t have that pain any more.  I told her about the thief on the cross as she lay there dying. 
Jesus said to him, “Today you will be with me in paradise.”  I told her of how Lazarus’ soul was taken directly 
to Jesus when he died.  I told her she has the same promise.  Jesus says that whoever believes in Him will live, 
even though he dies.  So we believe that through faith in what Jesus did for her, Rita’s soul is resting in paradise 
with Jesus, awaiting the final resurrection when her body will be reunited with the soul.  
 
Death may not be easy for you to swallow today, as you are sad at the loss of your friend and your wife and 
your mom and grandmother.  Tears are natural.  They are not evil.  It is love that causes tears.  What a 
compassionate and beautiful thing it is when we see our own God cry.  Jesus wept at the grave of Lazarus.  He 
cried out also when He contemplated how Jerusalem had continually rejected Him.  Our God is a naturally 
compassionate God - driven by His love and grace - to care for people when they are hurting and sorrowful.  
 
And what a wonderful and personal promise that Isaiah gives us!  

The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears 
    from all faces; 
he will remove his people’s disgrace 
    from all the earth. 
The Lord has spoken. 
 

Think of the tenderness of this promise, God will come up to you and wipe the tear from your eyes.  It is what 
He is trying to do for you now as He feeds you with His word.  You have hope for Rita.  You have God’s Word. 
“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.”  God is not a liar.  In the midst of your tears, God is 
feeding you with wonderful promises and hope.  He wants to fill your heart with confidence and joy.  Rita 
professed her faith in Christ.  She was a believer.  She still is.  Imagine what a beautiful thing it would have 
been for her to be carried from the hospital bed to see her Savior.  
 
Whenever you eat a meal, the purpose isn’t only to eat.  I would imagine that during your family feasts there 
was a lot of conversation going on.  I could imagine the joy it would bring Rita to see you sitting and eating and 
talking with each other.  It is also to talk and converse with one another and enjoy the company.  This is why we 
are here today as well - not only to feed on God’s Word, but also to confess our faith in that Word of promise 
and to rejoice.  That’s why we have responsive readings and songs to sing.  This is what brings joy to God - 
who has prepared the meal of salvation for you - and wants you to speak of it and sing of it with one another. 
With Isaiah you too can say,  
 
“Surely this is our God; 
    we trusted in him, and he saved us. 
This is the Lord, we trusted in him; 
    let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.” 
 
Amen.  
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